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EYNOESIS
"The Lair", a whaling schooper, orudsing in Alasken waters, was homeward

bound for San Prancisco. Known and feared as '"The Sea Lion" by all that sailed
the seas, was Nels Nelson, captain of "The Lairv.

For Nelson, home~coming bore no significarme, !wntyyuuhommaa.
returned after a oruise only to £ind that in his sbsemce his wife had deserted
him for amother man. Hardened arnd embittered, he turmed to tle soa for solace

and begcam a man of iron vhom all men feared.

"dRe Lair" made Son Prancisco, but Helson, restless to be off again, gav
sailing ordered before the cargo was barely discharged.

Tom Talton, a young San Francisco sgendthrift, had exhausted his guarc-
ian's patience and was twned adrift on his oon resources. Realizing that he must
work in sarnest, he mzm‘to ship as one of the crev on "Ihe Lairt.

After a spell of bad weather the ship was Becalmed and a shortage of t's
water supply was threstened. Nelson ayoropriated more than his share ami the men
mtinied. . terrific struggle emsued arnd Nelsun was ovexrpowered,

Tom was sent arhore on a water pxpedition and tlere discovered two caste
aways, an old man and a beautiful young girl. He took them aboard “The Lair and
Nelson after juestioning the olé man, learned that the girl was tie daughter of

his wife. Enraged at the sight of tle girl, vhom he b:lieved to be a proof of
his v ife's unfaithfuliess, Le tormented and hmmiliated her at every oportummity.

Tom, aghast at the jersecution of the girXl he had come to love, manajed
to steal her a'ay for a few hours in a whale=hoat of vhich he was in command.

dlarmed by the approach of luwering storm clouds, Nelson decided to pul)
up anchor anG  ut out to sea, deliverating abandoning the ccoupants of the small
‘bale~boat to their fate.

. Later, while the storm raged, he discovered the girl's Bible, wherein wus

~ written the record of his wife's bm '.u.a 80 then dearmed for the first
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time that the irl whom le had been _er
lest he may wave rent her to her éeath e
effect a succarsful rescie.
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